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retains the prejudices of his forefathers without their
faith., and their ignorance without their virtues ; he
had adopted the doctrine of self-interest as the rule
of his actions, without understanding the science
which controls it, and his egotism is no less blind than
his devotedness was formerly. If society is tranquil,
it is not because it relies upon its strength and its well-
being, but because it knows its weakness and its
infirmities ; a single effort may cost it its life ; every-
body feels the evil, but no one has courage or energy
enough to seek the cure ; the desires, the regrets, the
sorrows, and the joys of the time produce nothing that
is visible or permanent, like the passions of old men
which terminate in impotence.
We have, then, abandoned whatever advantages
the old state of things afforded, without receiving any
compensation from our present condition ; we have
destroyed an aristocracy, and we seem inclined to
survey its ruins with complacency, and to fix our
abode in the midst of them.
The phenomena which the intellectual world
presents are not less deplorable. The democracy of
France, checked in its course or abandoned to its
lawless passions, has overthrown whatever crossed its
path, and has shaken all that it has not destroyed.
Its empire on society has not been gradually intro-
duced or peaceably established, but it has constantly
advanced in the midst of disorder and the agitation of
a conflict. In the heat of the struggle each partisan
is hurried beyond the limits of his opinions by the
opinions and the excesses of his opponents, until he
loses sight of the end of his exertions, and holds a
language which disguises his real sentiments or secret
instincts. Hence arises the strange confusion which
we are witnessing. I cannot recall to my mind a
passage in history more worthy of sorrow and of pity